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 On a sunny day in April at Winton Woods Harbor, a dock was dedicated, a boat was 

christened, and opportunities were launched. With a bottle of sparkling cider in hand, 

Winton Woods High School crew coach Pat Riester christened Opportunities One, the 

high school’s new eight-person racing shell. Opportunities Too, a four-person shell, 

arrives this summer. The dedication ceremony, held April 13, was the culmination of a 

partnership between Winton Woods City Schools and Great Parks of Hamilton County. 

It’s a collaboration that has the high school’s girls’ crew practicing on Winton Lake this 

spring. 

“I can't think of a better name to put on this boat then Opportunities One,” Riester said.  

“We choose names for boats that embody their spirit. And by that I don't mean ‘rah-rah’ 

spirit, but I mean 

their essence. The 

absolute essence 

of this racing shell 

is the opportunity 

it will provide this 

crew. Right here, 

right now, it is 

providing them the 

opportunity to 

participate in 

something no one 

in this district has 

done: to become 

strong and use this 

shell to test 

themselves.  



“Rowing is a sport that requires maximum effort, but using that effort efficiently. It's not 

cranking on the oars as hard as you can. It's about working together and moving together 

as one unit. This racing shell offers the opportunity to achieve those things. These 

athletes have the opportunity to build something extremely special.” 

Corina Denny, community engagement coordinator for Winton Woods City Schools, said 

getting the girls’ rowing team on the water was a three year journey. “This started with 

the vision of district supporter and community member Paul Denning and our 

superintendent Anthony G. Smith,” said Denny. Both knew that starting crew at Winton 

Woods High School would mean scholarship opportunities for students.  

Denning, a former crew coach at Xavier University, was aware that collegiate crew was 

looking for diversity in the sport and that scholarship dollars were going unclaimed. “I 

made a good Power Point presentation (for the district) and got everyone dreaming,” he 

said.  

Senior Lauren Onianwa spoke for the rest of the team as she told those attending the 

ceremony that they hoped to make everyone proud. Winton Woods High School’s 

inaugural girls’ crew is Ramona Castro in the bow, Jasmine Johnson, Jada Ensley, 

Camryn Smith, Kira Stiggers, Kimberly Vargas, Lauren Onianwa, Aversa Prentosito 

(stroke) and Nico Prentosito (coxswain).      

“We look forward to following these athletes into the future,” said Jack Sutton, executive 

director of Great Parks of Hamilton County. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Cutting the ribbon at the dock dedication for Winton Woods High 

School’s inaugural girls’ crew are (l-r) Winton Woods City Schools Executive Director 

of Human Resources and Legal Affairs Courtney Wilson, Board President Jessica 

Miranda, Executive Director of Business Affairs Steve Denny, Superintendent Anthony 



G. Smith, Great Parks Exective Director Jack Sutton, Winton Woods Assistant Athletic 

Director Jeff Merrill, Winton Woods High School Principal Eric Martin, Winton Woods 

Athletic Director David Lumpkin, Crew Coach Pat Riester, Treasurer Randy Seymour, 

Winton Woods Harbor Master Dave Liedhegner and Great Parks Planning Manager Tim 

Zelek. 

 

 Winton Woods City Schools has received a 2017 Best Communities for Music Education 

Designation from the NAMM (National Association of Music Merchants) Foundation, an 

award it also received in 2015. The district joins six other local school districts in 

achieving this honor. 

Forest Hills, Indian 

Hill, Kings, 

Princeton, Sycamore 

and Wyoming were 

also among the 527 

school districts 

chosen this year. All 

seven school districts 

are among 4% of 

districts across the 

nation receiving the 

award in 2017.   

“Receiving this 

designation meant 

completing a 

comprehensive 

survey that included everything from instructional hours to music’s incorporation in the 

core curriculum,” said Felipe Morales-Torres, orchestra director for Winton Woods City 

Schools. He and Beth Miller, Winton Woods High School associate choir director, led the 

application process with the assistance of the district’s entire K-12 music staff.  

Morales-Torres and Miller were able to highlight the ways the music department actively 

contributes to the school system’s broader goals. “With the district’s focus on developing 

globally-conscious and active citizens, it is invaluable that our students have the 

opportunity to give back to the community, experience other cultures and travel to new 

countries,” said Morales-Torres. “That’s happened through events like ‘A Night of 

Freedom,’ a recent partnership with the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center 

that included performances by multiple ensembles throughout the district in grades K-12, 

through travel opportunities like the orchestra’s Latin American Arts Immersion in 

Miami, Florida, and the band’s cultural exchange with our sister school in China that 

included performing in three cities and on the Great Wall. These highlights are just small 



examples of what is offered throughout the district. At all grade levels, our music 

programs offer many opportunities for students to perform within our community.” 

Both Miller and Morales-Torres said the district’s application was enhanced by this year's 

introduction of the FAME (Fostering Achievement in Music Education) program. This 

initiative provides quality instruments and private instruction to deserving students, 

particularly those from families with limited resources. “The program was started thanks 

to a generous grant from Matinee Musicale Cincinnati, who awarded us more than 

$16,000 to achieve this goal,” said Morales-Torres. “With that funding, we have been 

able to introduce free lessons, new instruments, and ensembles in residence that support 

individual accomplishment while increasing the overall quality of our performing 

groups.”  

“Additionally, we have partnered with Cincinnati Fusion Ensemble and the Greenhills 

Community Church Presbyterian to provide additional scholarships for private lessons 

and opportunities for students participate in vocal music workshops nationally,” said 

Miller. “The partnership has also provided opportunities for Varsity Ensemble to perform 

with professional singers and acclaimed composers and directors.” 

Winton Woods students begin their formal music education in kindergarten and have 

access to over 40 minutes a week of instrumental and choral instruction beginning in the 

fifth grade. Daily instruction begins at the middle school, along with opportunities for 

theatrical and competitive performances. There are a multitude of daily ensembles and 

extra-curricular opportunities added in high school.  

“Of special note is that while 527 schools were recognized, not all of those districts offer 

a comprehensive music curriculum,” said Morales-Torres. “It is not the norm for a 

district to offer band, choir, and orchestra. It is even more unusual for students to be able 

to participate in more than one discipline from fifth through twelfth grade.”  He said he 

would estimate that 80% or more of students district-wide participate in the music 

program.   

“In answering the survey questions, we were able to consistently select the highest 

possible marker for nearly every category,” said Morales-Torres. “Here at Winton 

Woods, we do it all, and we do it big.”   

PHOTO CAPTION:  The Winton Woods High School Jazz Band is one of the many 

music offerings in the school district that led to the designation by the NAMM 

Foundation as one of the nation’s Best Communities for Music Education. Photo by 

Brandon Smith.  

 

 Tickets are now on sale for the regional premiere of A Little Princess, Winton Woods 

High School’s spring musical, which will be presented April 28-30 in the David Bell 

Performing Arts Center. Preferred seating is $8.00; regular seating is $7.00. All seating is 

reserved.  



Tickets are now available online at http://wintonwoods.seatyourself.biz. Through this 

website you will be able to select your seat for a 50 cent service fee per ticket. This 

option is available through Thursday, April 27.  

Tickets may also be purchased in person in the main office or the athletic department 

office. You must pay with cash or check, and seats will be assigned by best available. 

Paid tickets ordered in person will be available to pick up in the high school’s main office 

or at Will Call on the night of the performance. If you purchase tickets online, you may 

print paper tickets that will be scanned at the door. 

All ticket prices at the door on the day of the performance will be $10—cash only—for 

the best available seats.   

The box office will open an hour before performance times. Friday and Saturday’s 

performances are at 8:00 p.m.; Sunday’s matinee is at 2:00 p.m.   

A Little Princess is a family-friendly musical based on the 1905 children’s novel of the 

same name. Separated from her father and the openhearted Africans who have helped 

him raise her, young Sara Crewe is sent to boarding school in London. When things go 

badly for her there, her imaginative powers come to the rescue—helping to transform a 

drab institution into a place of magic and mystery. As the girl wins the affection of the 

other boarders, she draws the ire of Miss Minchin, the dour headmistress, who forces 

Sara to work as a maid when her father is reported dead, and his fortune is seized. Sara 

counters all of Miss Minchin's best efforts to degrade her, all the while maintaining the 

grace and virtue of a little princess. 

The drama director for the show is Michelle Kozlowski, musical directors are Joe 

Whatley and Beth Miller, technical director is Emily Russell, choreographer is Melody 

Nordmoe, orchestra conductor is Felipe Morales-Torres, and costumer is Kaitlin Otto. 

 

http://wintonwoods.seatyourself.biz/


 Anthony G. Smith, superintendent of Winton Woods City 

Schools, will hold his one-hour State of the Schools address 

on Wednesday, May 3, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at Winton 

Woods High School. Using an interview format, Smith will 

discuss facilities, the experience of becoming a New Tech 

Network district, the Preschool Village and Kindergarten 

Jumpstart. Parents, community members, staff and business 

leaders are invited to attend. Winton Woods High  School 

is located at 1231 West Kemper Rd. in Forest Park.   

“This State of the Schools address will be more 

conversational in nature,” said Corina Denny, community 

engagement coordinator for Winton Woods City Schools. 

“Steve Easley, a consultant for the district, will pose 

interview questions to Superintendent Smith, with the 

opportunity for questions from those attending.”      

Waycross Community Media will provide a live televised 

feed of the address on TWC Channel 23 and CB Fioptics 

Channel 853 or click on the link at www.wintonwoods.org. There will also be a real-time 

Twitter feed, #wwcswarriors, for questions and comments for those who are unable to 

attend in person.    

 UPCOMING  DISTRICT EVENTS   

(please check the website for building specific events)  

 

Thu 

Apr 20 

  6:30pm – 

7:30pm 

WWC PTA Executive Meeting 

Fri Apr 

21 

  All day Midterm 

Mon 

Apr 24 

  6:30pm – 

7:30pm 

WWC PTA General Meeting - WWIS 

  6:30pm – 

8:00pm 

Board of Education Monthly Meetings - 1215 W Kemper Rd, 

Cincinnati, OH 45240, USA 

 

Fri Apr 

28 

  All day Interim Report Card Distribution 

    

http://www.wintonwoods.org/


Fri Apr 

28 

Sat Apr 

30 

Sun Apr 

30 

  8:00pm 

 

8:00pm 

 

2:00pm 

WWHS Musical " A Little Princess" - Winton Woods High 

School, 1231 W Kemper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45240, USA 

‘’ 

 

‘’ 

 

Wed 

May 3 

    

  6:30pm – 

7:30pm 

Superintendent's State of the Schools Address 

Mon 

May 8 

  6:30pm – 

7:30pm 

Board of Education Work Session - 1215 W Kemper Rd, 

Cincinnati, OH 45240, USA 

Wed 

May 10 

  7:30pm – 

9:30pm 

WWMS Choir Tune-Up Concert 

Mon 

May 22 

  6:30pm – 

8:00pm 

Board of Education Monthly Meeting - 1215 W Kemper Rd, 

Cincinnati, OH 45240, USA 

Thu 

May 25 

  All day Last Day for Students 

    

  All day Graduation 

Fri May 

26 

  All day Last Day for Teachers 

Mon 

May 29 

  All day Memorial Day 

Tue 

May 30 

  All day Staff Reports/Professional Development Day 

Fri Jun 

2 

  All day Report Card Distribution 

Mon 

Jun 5 

  6:30pm – 

7:30pm 

WWC PTA Executive Meeting 



Mon 

Jun 12 

  6:30pm – 

8:00pm 

Board of Education Work Session - 1215 W Kemper Rd, 

Cincinnati, OH 45240, USA 

 

  

 

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa Cleary, writer and 

photographer.   

 

 

 


